Blessing by Imtiaz Dharker


CULTURE

India:

· Importance of religion (“a kindly god”, “the blessing”)

· Drought

SURFACE MEANING

In a village during a drought, a water pipe bursts and the people rush to collect it, play in it and celebrate the value of water in such times

LANGUAGE

Imagery

Simile = “The skin cracks like a pod”
Metaphor:

· “the voice of a kindly god” (the sound of water)

· “silver crashes to the ground” (the water)

· “the liquid sun”

· “as the blessing sings” (the effect of the water)

Sound Patterns

Alliteration:

· “small splash” (“s” sound like the splash of water)

· “polished to perfection”
Semantic fields:

· Water = 
“water”

“drip”

“splash”

“rush of fortune”

“silver”

“flow”

“liquid sun” (until the pipe bursts, the “liquid sun” is the closest thing to water but now everything, even the sun, has the joy of water about it)

“the blessing”

Pronouns = 
“it” (line 3) = water

IDEAS, ATTITUDES, FEELINGS

Ideas:

· In a society where water is sometimes scarce it becomes the most precious commodity (water = “silver”)

· During a drought a sudden supply of water is cause for major celebration

Attitudes:

· There is no sense of recrimination about the lack of water, only joy when it finally arrives

· Self-preservation (“every man woman child … butts in”)

Feelings:

· Hope / desperation (“Imagine the drip of it”)

· Joy / excitement (“roar of tongues”, “naked children / screaming in the liquid sun”)

· Relief (“as the blessing sings / over their small bones”)

STRUCTURE

4 stanzas of unequal length:

· 1st stanza = The effect of no water

· 2nd stanza = The excitement and hope of possibility

· 3rd stanza = The effect of a burst pipe (flowing water) on the people of the village

· 4th stanza = The joy and aftermath of abundant water

Regular use of punctuation

No regular pattern of syllables per line

Third person omniscient narrator – allows reader to appreciate the wider effect of a drought

Contrasts:

· “The skin cracks like a pod” vs. “their highlights polished to perfection”

· “small splash” vs. “silver crashes to the ground”

