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Introducing the Modern Zoo 
(Revision notes for students using MITSL)
Meaning

What is the text about? – The text is an informative piece which reads as an argument for zoos and includes many persuasive devices. 

PAF
Purpose - offers reasons to support the ‘modern’ zoo, it includes information and uses persuasive devices in its argument for zoos. Audience – an older educated audience (30-50?) who perhaps have not been to a zoo since their childhood and now have ambiguous feelings towards zoos. The language is at times sophisticated and contains subject specific vocabulary (lexical field on the subject of zoos). 

Format – it is a web based non-fiction article.

Who is the speaker? – This seems to be an employee of the zoo (London?)

Who is spoken to or addressed? – It seems that the public are being addressed.

What is being spoken about? – The article argues the case for the ‘modern’ zoo and attempts to persuade browsers/readers to support ‘modern’ zoos.

Is there is mixture of purposes in the article? Yes, although the article is informative it also contains elements of writing to argue and persuade.

What can we learn from the title? – We learn what the text will concern the idea that ‘good’ zoos (modern zoos) have changed since their inception in Victorian times and are no longer just about the public display of animals.
Imagery
Alliteration – This device is used, including the following examples, “from far off lands”, “developed dramatically”.
Sibilance – For example, “served simply” (P4)
Repetition – Several words and phrases are repeated. In the second sentence of P1 the word ‘what’ is repeated in the phrase, “ what animals, in what way…” The use of repetition helps to clarify what the text will go on to discuss. In the first two sentences of the P7 the phrase “through your” is repeated. The use of repetition here helps to emphasise the view that zoos need public support and the use of the pronoun ‘your’ here addresses the reader and appeals to them for support. 
Structure -Opening – does the opening grab our attention? It does grab our attention as it opens with a question, which involves the reader immediately. The type of question used here which is answered almost immediately is known as hypophora. The use of the “right” at the end of the sentence appeals to the reader/browser as they are involved straight away. It also adds a note of informality to engage the reader. The second sentence begins with “Yes” but then continues to ask further questions. This too grabs our attention and makes us want to read on to discover the answers to the questions posed. In addition the first paragraph is very short (two sentences long), which also appeals to the reader.

Ending – does the ending relate back to the start of the article? – No it does not – it ends in an appeal for our support by highlighting that our financial support helps British zoos and zoos across the world. However, the friendly and informal tone which the article opened with is returned to in some measure here through its use of addressing the reader directly. 
Paragraphing – how is the text divided? The text is divided into 7 reasonably short paragraphs. The shortness of the paragraphs appeals to the reader/browser as the length of the article does not intimidate the reader. 
Format – how is the text set out, an email – letter- speech? The text is set out like a magazine or newspaper article. However, the ‘http:www’ strip at the top of the page lets us know it is a web based text.

Layout – how does it look on the page? Is it in columns or paragraphs, what font is used?  - It is set out in paragraphs in a traditional type of font.

Repetition – the phrase Modern zoo is repeated throughout the article, which adds a sense of unity to the structure.  

Tone - How would the text be spoken? The text is written in a friendly but formal tone. The informality the article opens with, is not continued in the remainder of the text. 
Language
What kinds of words are used? – Lexis is another word for vocabulary. A lexical field is a group of words with associated meaning and uses. The text can be seen to use the lexical field associated with zoos as it uses a great deal of subject specific vocabulary. For example, in paragraph 4 words such as “animals”, “zoology” and “habitat” are used. In paragraph 5 words such as “species”, “extinct”, “conserve”, “conservation” are used. 
Personal pronouns such as “we” are used throughout the text in an attempt to create an inclusive feel as if ‘we’ are all responsible for the welfare and conservation of the world’s wildlife. 
When the article uses possessive pronouns such as “our” as in the phrase ‘our zoos’, it refers to ‘modern’ zoos such as London and Whipsnade Zoo (part of the ZSL.org who wrote the article). The work of these zoos is about conservation and education rather than just displaying animals for humankind’s entertainment. The article makes a distinction between ‘our’ modern zoos and those zoos that have not changed their mission and focus since zoos were first opened. The use of the ‘our’ creates an inclusive feel and encourages us to feel a part of the work these zoos perform.  

Pronouns such as “you” (personal) and “your” (possessive) address the reader/browser and involve them. They appeal to the reader/browser as we feel the article is speaking directly to us. They are used repeatedly in paragraph 7 in an attempt to persuade us to financially support the zoo. 
Hyperbole – the writer uses phrases such as “immensely popular” and “millions flocking”. Although it may true that zoos were very popular when they first opened, the word choice is significant as the article highlights how much people once loved zoos. This positive view of zoos is not as widely held as it once was as now many feel that wild animals should be in their own natural habitat, not confined to cages. 
Adjectives – the key describing words here are, “modern”, “unusual”, “advanced”, “wild”. These words highlight what the article is all about – modern, advanced zoos caring for the conservation of unusual and wild animals. 
Key words and phrases – do any words or phrases stand out? The phrase ‘modern zoo’ stands out as it is used in the title and also in the main body of the text (P2 and 6). This is because the article tries to make a distinction between old fashioned zoos where animals are there merely for public display and modern zoos which attempt to prevent the extinction of wild creatures through increased education and the breeding in captivity of near extinct or threatened creatures. 
Another phrase that is significant is “good zoos” (P4) The article makes a distinction between good and ‘bad’ zoos. ‘Good’ zoos are interested in preventing extinction, they are interested in animal husbandry and the health and nutrition of wild creatures. They study animal behaviour and keep records to inform future zoologists (notice the list given in P6 which adds weight to the idea that ZSL is a good modern and advanced zoo).The mission and focus of such ‘good zoos’ is to ensure a future for all species. Therefore the intention of ‘good zoos’ is not to just display animals for our entertainment or to make money for the zoo owners.
Perhaps the most significant sentence is in P5, “Some of the species we keep are now extinct in the wild and would have disappeared completely without zoos”. This sentence is crucial in the articles implicit argument in favour of zoos as this sentence attempts to persuade us that zoos are essential for the conservation of wildlife.  

Acronyms – The acronym UK is used which provides the text with a formal note. An acronym is also used in the heading at the top of the page with ZSL standing for Zoological Society London.
Formality – how formal is the language used? – With the exception of the opening sentence, the article uses formal language. There are no contractions used. In addition many of the words used are polysyllabic such as, “urbanisation”, “realisation”, “documentation” which adds to the formal feel. 
Punctuation – the article uses standard or basic punctuation (questions marks, commas, full stops) which adds to the formality of the piece. 

Sentence type – This text uses mainly complex sentences, which adds to the formality of the text. 
A complex sentence has an independent clause joined by one or more dependent clauses. A complex sentence always has a subordinator such as because, since, after, although, or when or a relative pronoun such as that, who, or which. An example of this can be seen in P4, “The majority of zoos serves simply to display animals, with the more advances among them, including London, also utilising their collections for the study of zoology.”
A compound sentence contains two independent clauses joined by a coordinator. The coordinators are: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so. (Helpful hint: The first letter of each of the coordinators spells FANBOYS
Connectives – also known as conjunctions are used throughout the article. The word “However,” is used in P2 to signpost to the reader that there is another side of the argument, another view of zoos which the article wishes to share. The word ‘However’ is again used in this way in P4.
Use of facts/statistics – There is a limited amount of actual facts within this article. It frequently presents opinions and facts. However, opinions such as “would have disappeared completely without zoos” (P5) are hard to argue against and ‘feel’ true. Some historical factual information is given, such as, “in the early part of the 19th century” and “from the mid-20th century…” which adds to the informative feel of this article.
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