Island Man by Grace Nichols


CULTURE

Guyana:

· Country on the north coast of South America

· One of the poorest nations in the Western hemisphere

· Gained independence from Britain in 1966

SURFACE MEANING

A man who used to live on a Caribbean island still dreams of this place even now when he lives in London

LANGUAGE

Imagery

Metaphor = “sands / of a grey metallic soar” (London as an unpleasant beach)

Personification:

· “the sun surfacing defiantly”

· “to dull North Circular roar”

Sound Patterns

Alliteration:

· “sun surfacing”

· Stanza 3 = “Sands”, “soar”, “surge” (like the sounds of the sea)

Rhyme = Stanza 3 – “soar” and “roar”

Pun = “his crumpled pillow waves”:

· the crumples on his pillow are in wave shapes

· the waves of the sea he still hears

Repetition:

· “groggily groggily”
· “muffling muffling”
Semantic fields:

· Island =
“blue surf”

“wild seabirds”

“fishermen”

“small emerald island”

IDEAS, ATTITUDES, FEELINGS

Ideas:

· Comparing the simple beautiful way of life on a Caribbean island to the noise and rush of a modern city

· When far away from home some people will over idealise it

· Never forget where you come from

Attitudes:

· Island man does not seem to feel at home in London therefore there is a sense of being out of place and not belonging

· The opportunities of London are far removed from the beauties of the Caribbean

Feelings:

· Homesick

· Idealising the past / previous home

· Regret

· Dull repetitive nature of present working life

STRUCTURE

5 stanzas (last stanza is just one line for emphasis) not including the dedication at the beginning, which adds a sense of reality to the island man character

No punctuation (except for brackets around the dedication)

First 2 stanzas of the poem deal with the dreams or memories that the island man has of his home in the Caribbean and the idealised way he views it

Final 3 stanzas deal with his new reality of London, which appears inferior in contrast

No regular rhythm or syllable count – suggests disorientation or being out of place (in his subconscious mind, island man doesn’t feel at home in London)

· London = 
“grey metallic soar”

“surge of wheels”

“dull North Circular roar”

· Dreaming =
“wakes up”

“in his head”

“groggily groggily”

“crumpled pillow”

Pronouns = “his” - Island Man

Staggered placing of key lines (“groggily groggily” and “to surge of wheels”) emphasises them as well as suggesting displacement for the island man as well

Capitals used only for:

· “Morning” – start of poem

· “Comes back to sands” – start of 3rd stanza and description of London (therefore a return to reality / present)

· “North Circular” – name of a road in London

· “Another London day” – capitalising “Another” suggests the start of (of the day / of a new sentence) as well as emphasising the importance of this word in terms of the repetitive nature of his current life

Poem begins with “Morning” and ends with “day” – hope and possibility at the start of each morning, which is reduced to “dull” reality when he gets out of bed each day

Contrasts:

· “sound of blue surf” vs. “dull North Circular roar”

· “steady breaking and wombing” (of the sea) vs. “surge of wheels”

