Explore the theme of loneliness and isolation in “Of Mice and Men.”

Remember that there are lots of resources available on thisisenglish.net, including all of the lessons on the novel. You will also find notes and presentations specifically about the theme of loneliness and isolation. This Essay Plan is a guide only and, in reality, you will get more marks if you move away from it to explore your own ideas. 
Remember that Point Evidence Explain is the minimum required for a C grade so you will need to ensure you have quotations for every point you make. You will move up the grades based on the detail and quality of your explanations.
Section 1 - Introduction (Two paragraphs maximum) 
· Summarise the story.
· Explain what you are going to write about.
· Introduce John Steinbeck and his life.
· Describe the historical context of the novel. 
· How did the Great Depression make workers isolated or lonely? (See Setting and Context on thisisenglish.net for help with this)
Section 2 - Setting and the lives of workers (Two paragraphs)
· Introductory sentence – what you are going to write about in this paragraph.

· Choose three of these to write about:

· The novel is set in a town called ‘Soledad’ which is Spanish for ‘lonely’.

· The ranch is isolated from the town and other people – pp. 1, 4

· The main characters in the novel are ranch workers who are described as lonely – pp. 15, 38, 43, 45

· The men pay for the temporary company of women – p. 57

· Ranch work is not long term.  All of the workers, except Candy and Crooks, are only passing through – pp. 21, 73

· The Boss is suspicious of George and Lennie because they are friends – pp. 24, 25

· The other ranch workers cannot understand that George cares for Lennie – p. 118

· Concluding sentence – what you have explored in this paragraph.
Section 3 - Key Questions (One paragraph per question) 
· How does Steinbeck use animal imagery to make it clear that George and Lennie are doomed to loneliness? (Chapter 1 on thisisenglish)

· How do the events with Candy’s dog relate to the theme of loneliness and isolation? (Chapter 2 and Chapter 3 on thisisenglish)

· How are characters “outsiders” in Of Mice and Men? (Chapter 4 on thisisenglish)
· How does the ending relate to the theme of loneliness and isolation? (Chapter 6 on thisisenglish)
Section 4 - Character Studies (Three paragraphs)
Crooks

· Introductory sentence – who you will write about in this paragraph.

· Choose up to three of these to write about:

· He is not allowed to stay in the bunkhouse with the other ranch hands because he is black and so does not have the same status as the white workers – pp. 73, 75
· He is excluded from the bunkhouse and the weekend trip into Soledad because he is black.  He does not even enter the bunkhouse when he needs to speak to Slim – p. 55
· He is excluded because he suffered an injury and so is not as capable as the other ranch hands – p. 22
· His possessions show that he is lonely; he has books because he is excluded and so spends his time reading – p. 22
· He bitterly guards his enforced privacy and tries to prevent Lennie from talking to him – p. 74, 75
· He admits that he is lonely and longs for company – pp. 79, 80, 82
· Concluding sentence – what you have looked at in this paragraph.

Curley’s wife

· Introductory sentence – who you will write about in this paragraph.

· Choose up to three of these points to write about:

· From the moment that she is introduced, she does not fit in with the rest of the characters or the ranch setting – pp. 34, 56

· The rest of the ranch workers avoid her as they know that if they befriend her they will get into trouble – pp. 35, 61

· She makes several visits to the bunkhouse, claiming to be looking for Curley, but really looking for company – pp. 34, 56, 84, 85

· She is left at the ranch on Saturday night – pp. 85, 86

· She announces her isolation to the people left on the ranch on Saturday night and to Lennie – pp. 85, 94

· She is distanced from the rest of the characters because she is not even given a name.

· Concluding sentence – what you have looked at in this paragraph.
Candy

· Introductory sentence – who you will write about in this paragraph.

· Choose up to three of these points to write about:

· The other workers cannot understand his friendship with the dog and just see it as a nuisance and want it shot – p. 39
· He offers to give money to George and Lennie so that they can buy a property and he can avoid the lonely life of a ranch worker – p. 65
· He wants to avoid the lonely life of an old ranch worker – p. 66
· His escape from loneliness by joining Lennie and George gives him a new sense of pride and confidence – p. 87
· Concluding sentence – what you have written about in this paragraph.

Lennie and George
· Introductory sentence – who you will write about in this paragraph.

· Choose up to three of points of your own to write about.
Conclusion (One paragraph)
· Summarise your main points from each paragraph.
