Two Scavengers by Lawrence Ferlinghetti


CULTURE

America:

· Rich, powerful Western nation

· Many rich people but also growing “underclass” of poverty stricken people

SURFACE MEANING

While waiting at the traffic lights, two bin men on the back of a bin wagon look across at the two passengers of an expensive car.

LANGUAGE

Imagery

Simile:

· “like some / gargoyle Quasimodo”
· “as if they were watching some / odorless TV ad”
Metaphor:

· “And both scavengers gazing down / as from a great distance” – bin men = vultures

· “across the small gulf / in the high seas / of this / democracy” – space between them is like a sea

Personification:

· “And the very red light for an instant holding all four close together”

Sound Patterns

Alliteration = “cool couple”

Rhyme = “seas … democracy”

Pun:

· “scavengers” = 
bin men

vultures

feed off rich people’s waste and taxes

· “small gulf” = 
space between the cars

space between their lives

sea

IDEAS, ATTITUDES, FEELINGS

Ideas:

· Great disparity of wealth and opportunity in the USA

· People in the same city are separated by social circumstances

· Strangers brought together in one brief moment

· Always look up to wealthy powerful people, but scavengers physically look down at them

Attitudes:

· Garbagemen are real, beautiful people are distant and fake

· Is such a democratic society fair if there is such disparity?

· We become our jobs

Feelings:

· Curiosity

· Envy

· Snobbery

· Social division

· Know your place

· Hope

· Possibility

· Beauty of human society in one brief moment

STRUCTURE

4 stanzas (15 lines, 10 lines, 5 lines, 7 lines)

1st stanza = Sets the scene and describes beautiful people

2nd stanza = Garbagemen

3rd stanza = Garbagemen watching

4th stanza = Power of democratic red light to bring people together

Free verse (no structured rhyme or rhythm)

No punctuation except hyphens, apostrophes of possession and acronym full stops (e.g. a.m.)

Repetition:

· “elegant” x 2

·  “light” x 3

· “in which everything is always possible” and “as if anything at all were possible”

Semantic fields:

· Rich = 
“elegant open Mercedes”

“elegant couple in it”

“hip three-piece linen suit”

“sunglasses”

“casually coifed”

“architect’s office”

“odorless TV ad”

· Cheap = 
“hanging on”

“plastic blazers”

“scavengers”

“grungy”

“iron hair”

“hunched back”

“gargoyle Quasimodo”

· Hair = 
“shoulder length blond hair”

“casually coifed”

“grey iron hair”

“long hair”

· Watching = 
“looking down” x 2

“gazing down”

Pronouns = 
“they” – the bin men

American words:

· “stoplight”

· “downtown”

· “San Francisco”

· “garbage truck”

· “garbagemen”

· “stoop”

· “hip””

· “colored”

· “grungy”

· “odorless”

· “TV ad”

Instead of , or ; or : poet writes on another line and offsets it

Capital at start indicates new sentence / line

No punctuation = 

· Free flowing like stream of consciousness

· Free approach to reading and performing

“&” not “and”

Contrasts:

· Title = “Two Scavengers” vs. “Two Beautiful People”

· “bright yellow garbage truck” vs. “elegant open Mercedes”

· “two garbagemen” vs. “elegant couple”

· “red plastic blazers” vs. “hip three-piece linen suit”

· “shoulder-length blond hair” vs. “grey iron hair”

· “grungy from their route” vs. “odorless TV ad”

