Vultures by Chinua Achebe


CULTURE

Nigeria:

· African country rich with wildlife

· Has suffered many civil wars and conflicts

SURFACE MEANING

The love between two vultures that feed on the dead together is compared to the love a World War 2 concentration camp Commandant has for his child after a day of murdering people

LANGUAGE

Imagery
Metaphor:

· “a pebble / on a stem rooted in / a dump of gross / feathers” = the vulture

· “charnel-house” – graveyard = the world (full of death) where the vultures live

· “ogre” = evil man, Commandant

· “glow-worm tenderness”

· “icy caverns of a cruel heart”

Personification:

· “despondent dawn”

· “broken bone of a dead tree”

· “love in other ways so particular”

Sound Patterns

Assonance = “swollen corpse in a water-logged trench”

Alliteration:

· “drizzle of one despondent dawn”

· “broken bone”

Semantic fields:

· Love = 
“his mate”

“inclined affectionately”

“love”

“coil up there”

“tender offspring”

“Daddy’s return”

“tiny glow-worm tenderness”

“kindred love”

IDEAS, ATTITUDES, FEELINGS

Ideas:

· Strange mix / link between love & death

· Hypocrisy / enigma of creature capable of evil still being capable of love

· Hypocrisy of those who kill as a job and go home like a normal family person

· Whether it is good that love comes even to the evil or it is bad because it perpetuates the evil

Attitudes:

· Disbelief and mystery at this hypocrisy

· Anger and resentment at hypocrisy

· Fickle / untrue reality of love

Feelings:

· Anger

· Resentment

· Disbelief

· Mystery

· Wonder

STRUCTURE

4 stanzas – irregular length (last 2 are similar in structure suggesting link and importance)

1st stanza = Vultures – love and togetherness in the midst of death around them

2nd stanza = Enigma of love in face of death and destruction

3rd stanza = Hypocrisy of murdering concentration camp leader who can go home to his loving family as if it was a normal job

4th stanza = Dichotomy of love even for evil people = either good that it is still possible or bad as it perpetuates the evil as they are not punished by having love taken away from them

Limited punctuation allows poem to flow unhindered so that it sounds like a rant or something needing to be expressed passionately

No regular syllable count / rhyme

Third person omniscient narrator

· Death = 
“vulture”

“dead tree”

“they picked the eyes”

“swollen corpse”

“hollowed remnant”

“charnel-house”

“Belsen camp”

“fumes of human roast”

· Evil = 
“cold telescopic eyes”



“Commandant at Belsen Camp”



“ogre”



“icy caverns of a cruel heart”



“the perpetuity of evil”

Pronouns = 
“his” = vulture & Commandant

“they” / “their” = vultures love & death

Contrasts:

· vultures & Commandant

· “fumes of human roast” vs. “tender offspring”

· “grants even an ogre a tiny glow-worm tenderness” vs. “the perpetuity of evil”

